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mmon-wealth of England, Scotland, and Ire-  * 


The bumble Petition of divers, in behalfe of themſelves, and about fifteene ladred others ( neceſſitous Publike -faith-lenders ) inha- 


biting in. and about London (whom leſſe then fifty thouſand pounds will fu 
4 unable to double what they have lent. 


| Moſt humbly ſorweth, 

eee Hat your Petitioners did in the years 16471, 1642, 1643, 1644, &c. lend ſe- 
AN veral ſums of money, &c.upon the credit and Faith of the Nation (accord- 
ing to the Propoſitions,&c-) at the requeſts, and earneſt deſires of the Par- 
liament, in their greateſt neceſſities. 9, 

JF That through their good affeRion to the well-being of their native 
Countrey, they were carried forth to lend (not only ſo timely, but alſo) ſo largely (in 
which they were Exemplary to the whole Nation (not doubting to have had it againe in 
a very ſhort time) that they thereby made themſelves altogether unable to double, (as 0+ 
thers did that lent ſparingly (though far better able) whereby many have been utterly 
diſpoyled of their trades and livelihoods, many become priſoners,others (in abundance) 
in hourly fear of becoming ſach,hundreds ſo poor, they have not bread ( of their owne) 
 roeare, but are ſupported either by friends, Pariſhes, &c. 

That they have not been wanting any time this ſeven years to make known the ſad ef- 
feRs of their ſaid want thcreofunto the ParJiaments, the Councel of State, and to the 
Lord ProreRor, and his Councel, but (to their great grief andencfreaſe of their miſery) 
all hath hicherto proved little more then fruitl. fe coſt and labour. 

That according to an Act ofthe 7. of Ofober 1653. they have preſented their claims 
to their ſaid ſcyeral ſummes before the Commillioners therein named, in whoſe cuſtody 

They yet rem-1ne. . ; YO 
* Thar your Petitioners are not at all againſt general ſatisfaQion, ( but ſhould greatly 
rejoyce to ſect ed) only (fearing it will prove 4 hard work to be done at once,and) 
knowing their own nece{lities to be fo unſupportable, and themſelves ſo forward, and 
timely appearers both ia perſon and purſe ; they delire they may be taken care for, and 
Clearly paid off in the fiilt place, | | 


| 


Therefore they are moſt bumble and earneſt Sutors anto your Honours, that you wonld be 
pleaſed now to take their [ad and diſtreſſed condition into your moſt [eriom and Chriſti- 
an conſideration; to ſettle ſome ſpeedy and effeflual way for paying your Petitioners their 
ſaid ſummes ( and the intereſt thereof, ſo ſhall you taks away the great reproach the 
credit of the Nation yet lies under, the common derijion your Petitioners have long un- 


der gone (by ſach as have greatly rejojced to ſee them thu become poor ) ſet many priſo-. 
ners at liberty, inable hundreds to keep and keep np their credits and callings , many to | 
them to pay + 


#4te their oWvn bread, that now ive upon other: charity, the ableſt among ſi 
their debts, and the whole body of them, their pror wive! and children to pray for your 
Hononrs temporal and eternal proſperity, 


[| 
—— 
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Reaſons, Arguments, or Motives humbly offered to the conſideration of the ſaid High 
Court, andevery individual Member thereef, on the behalf, and for the primary, and di- 


fin (attsfying of the ſaid Petutioners, vis, 

1. TJ Ecauſe they, &c, in and about London were alwayes the firſt lenders, and molt for- 
Da appearers upon every ſtreight and occaſion,and were in that reſpeCt the grear 
wheele that (by example) moved 211 the reſt in the Countrics that lent any thing at all. 

2, Becauſe men in and about Loydox(and in particular, your faid Petitioners, ) did 
lend much more in proportion (as well as more timely and frequently) then any others; 
as being at the very elbow of,and daily converſant with the Members of that Facliament; 
and under the powerful Miniſtery of ſuch, as uſed all their utmoſt avilities to perſwade 
men to lend, and take Armes for the Parliament ; all which were as ſo much fuel heaped 
- upon the fire of their good affcRion, which joyned with hopes of ſure and ſpeedy repay- 
ment, carried them forth to lend above, and beyond their abilities. 

3. Becauſe that they, their ſons, ſervants, &c. in and about Loxdoy, were none of the 
leaſt part of the firſt Army, nor of recruiting the afcer Armies, whenſoever broken by 
the enemies, which cauſed them to ſay, lt is in vaine for us to fight any anger , anleſſe 
Londm be burar or deſtroyed; for let us beat their Armies as oft as we will , yet that 
curſed Ciry ſtil] ſends forth more. | _ 

4. Becauſe they humbly conceive their ſaid aRive forward afteRtionis not to be equali- 


ly ſatisfiz and) who are altogether 


| were utterly undone; and beſides, they have owned and ſtood cloſe by the ſaid Cauſe 


| 


| and earne 


in the greateſt ſtraits and worſt of times. 


6. Being tradeſmen,and lending beyond their abilities (as aforeſaid) to anſwer the oft: 
ſt deſires of Parliament, they have exceedingly wanted their money ever ſince 
to manage theircallings, and ſome forced either to leave them quite off(for want of mo- 
ney) or deale upon credit, as well as they could; and being ſo forced to buy hard penny. 
worth# , they are over-topt with young ones (who having great ſtocks (as never lend- 
ing any thing) and your ſaid Petitioners ſmall ones, they even eate them out, and get 
their trading and cuſtomers from them; and beſides,ſome are grown ſo 01d,and ſo caſt 
down with grief (that they ſhould be ſo long kept from-their (iid money in their (0 
great neceſlities) that they are not able to work or look after their trades as formerly; 
many are ſhut up cloſe in priſons, and hundreds more ready to be haled in daily after 
them, and therefore have the more need of their money. 
7. Becaule they have had many verbal and printed promiſes of Parliament, of ſettin 
ſome eminent marks of honour upon the Citizens of Londos, for their un paralleFd, large 
and voluntary Lones, &c. none of which have beene made good unto your Petitioners, 
(and therefore they deſire to be paid their ſaid ſummes in the firſt place, and they ſhall 
take that as honour enough, and forget all the reſt) but rather the contrary hath befallen 
them ; for hitherto London (within the freedom) bears the fifteenth part of the Tax:s 
of all Zng/aa,(of which the Petirioners have borne the more by reaſon of theirfirſt for- 
wardneſle; many of them not daring ſince to ake any eaſe (4s living altogether upon 
their credits, leſt their weak eſtares ſhould be diſcovered, and ſo be uttealy ungone) 
which is ſo great a diſproportion, that one that lives within, of equal eſtzre with one thar 
lives without che freedome, is taxed at fix pence for the others penny ; and in that hea- 
vie Tax of 10000. li. per week, the 50 Sublidies, fortification moncy,&c. which were laid 
upon Loxaon only, and no where elle : alſo the Exciſe, which is little or nothing to moit 
Countrey men, though of greateſtates; bur lics very havie upon many Artificers, cra. 
ders, &c, in Lowdon, though of very meane eſtates; all which hath cauſed many of the 
ableſt Citizens to leave the Citie, and take houſes in the Suburbs, or ſome few miles off, 
co avoid the ſaid burthens; which thoſe chat ſtay behinde are neceiſicated to bear till they 
ſink quice down under them, 
8. Becauſe the Parliament did ,promiſe and declare, th:t none that 
lend, ſhould be paid till all that willingly lent was firſt paid. : | 
9. Becauſe they promiſed and declared , that none ſhould be negleed or ſlighted, 
(that faithfully ſtood to the ſaid Cauſe, (as your Petitioners have done) but ſhould be 
thankfully rewarded, to their own honour, and the good of their poſterity : they onely 
deſire that whichis properly duc unto them without further honour, and therefore hope 
they ſhall certainly be provided for by your honours, 
10, Becauſe it ſeemes (to them) very vnlikely, that Gentlemen, Yeomen, &c. in the 


zed in all the Land; for no where elſe is any to be found, that (like the Widow) threw in 
all they had; or of ſuch as took up money at intereſt (and pay intereſt for it ſtill,) on 
purpole ito lend it to the Parliament; or of hundreds that lent a 4, and 3d part, or half 
of their whole eſtates voluntarily. 2 

5. Becauſe they have been ſo greatly inſtrumental in many kinds, to advance the 
Common Cauſe owned by the Parliamenr, viz. in their conſtant readineſſe upon all oc- 
caſions (even at the very beck of the Parliament) with their own horſe, armes, &c. to 
move into the adjacentCountice,%c.to ſeaze the Armes or perſons, &c.of ſuch as appear« 
ed enemies ; as alſo by their unwearied gAiveneſle amongſt their neighbours, to reAifie 
their affcRion, perſwade them tolend, or give money, &c. and at all meetings and pla- 
ces inthe years 142, 1643. &c. where any way or means for publike good or ſafety was 
intended, debated, &c. about forming and raiſing the Auxiliaries, in arming and encou- 
raging them ; 1n fortifying the Cities of London, Veſtminſler, &c, and in guarding the 
Parliament, Tower, Forts, &c. and ma 


nagg-going into the Army, and all this at their own 
--. charge;byal! which wayes and oceans exceedingly hindered chemſelys in their cal- 
©  lings, (by loffe of time, and expence-of much money, and ſome loſt them quite,)and ſo 


Countries {who generally lent ſparingly ,) or townſmen , (unleſſe one perhaps of hun- 
dreds) ſbould have the like need of their money with your Petitioners, who have ſpene 
ſeven or eight years time in ſeeking afcer it,and the others in 11, 0r12, years neither ſcek- 
ing nor petitioning for it ; butif any be ſo neceſlitous there, they do heartily wiſh and 
delire their ſpeedy ſatisfaCtion. 

I', Becauſe as it hath already been very great, ſo it is certain it will be much preater 
hure co them if they be kept longer from their ſaid money ; whereas to rich men,or ſuch 
as can double, it will be no. dammage at all to ſtay a little longer , (becauſe you are to 
give them intereſt all the time it is out)and it may be ſome would pur it co intereſt elſe- 
where, if they had it, as baving no uſe for it themſelves. 
12, Becauſe they have been ſo long Petitioners (have amongſt them ſpent ſo great 
quantity of money, and fo much precious time, in ſeeking after, and petitioning for it 
and that they do again moſt earneſtly pray that they may be provided for : they may be 
eaſed from their long, cold, hungry, grievous and weariſome journeyes and attendance 
in ſeeking for it ; which bath been (o prejudicial to many of them, that it had been mer« 
cy in the Parliament, to have told them at the firſt, that they would nor have paid them 
at all, rather then to have pur them off from time ro cime to the ruine of many already, 
and of abundance more if not ſpeedily prevented by your Honours efteQual providing 
for their ſatisfaRion. | 


\ 


In anſwer to that old and common objefion, (by which ſome have hitherto hindered 
your Petitioners ſatisfaQtion) vx. that the Parliament muſt be juſt, and do things with- 
out partiality, and therefore may not provide for them before they provide for alllend- 
ers in general.) They anſwer, it is not counted nnjuſt,or partial for any private man, that 
holds money at intereſt, of ſeveral people, to pay ſome of them their money in, and 
continue to owe the others their moncy longer, at the ſame rates and ſecurities as be- 
fore : and further they anſwer , that it was not accounted unjuſt or partial, to borrow it 
of one before another ; nor in one man to lend his money,&c, or appear before another; 
for then no mans money, or appearance was turned back, becauſe his rich or politick- 
lending neighbours, were not come along with them : nor was there any that foretold 
the middling or poorer ſort of people, that they muſt keep enough to be able after- 
ward to double what they then lent; nor was the meaneſt, or moſt zealous, called in 
queſtion, why they lent ſo much, or ſo often ; and therefore they hope your Honours 


will hearken to no ſuck Uiſhonourable objeCtions, but go on to pay your ſaid Petitioners 
in the firſt place, and the. reſt asſoone as it may be done, : 16-7 eG 


were forced to _.\ 


